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3rd Regional Meeting discusses urban poverty in Andean America 


The Third Regional Meeting of Network 10 took place on September 27th, 28th and 29th, in the city of Sucre (Bolivia), in partnership with UCCI (Union of Iberoamerican Capital Cities).  Representatives from the Network 9 – Participative Budget, from Porto Alegre (Brazil) attended it; and from the European Committee for Andean America, Angél Gutierrez Hidalgo did; besides member from countries such as Bolivia, Venezuela, Peru and Colombia. 

Three main causes for the increase of poverty in the Andean Region were pointed out as a consensus among the participants: the intensification of rural population migrating to urban zones, widening the poverty belts in the big cities; the lack of oriented public policies and the lack of clear definition of the role of the different governing levels to effectively fight against the problems regarding urban poverty and social exclusion.

As a result, all representatives of the cities present in the meeting signed a letter of intentions. The Colombian city of Bogota also showed to Network 10 a draft of the proposal of the Type A project, which will be forwarded to the European Committee, in the summoned meeting in April 2005.

Read the full text of the letter of Sucre

Third Regional Symposium – Fight against urban poverty 

Andean America

Letter of Sucre, Constitutional Capital of Bolivia 

09-28-2004

«We, representatives of the Andean American cities of Sucre-Bolivia, La Paz-Bolivia, Caracas Libertador Municipality-Venezuela, Bogota-Colombia and Lima-Peru, as well as São Paulo and Porto Alegre, from Brazil, gathered in the Third Regional Symposium for the Fight against Urban Poverty –Andean America, promoted by the Union of Iberoamerican Capital Cities, together with the Programmes of the Networks URB-AL 10 – «Fight, against Urban Poverty » and URB-AL 9 «Participating Budget », which took place from the 27th to the 29th of September, 2004 in the City of Sucre, declare the following:

The Representatives of the above mentioned cities gathered in this Third Regional Symposium for the Fight against Urban Poverty, realized for the first time in the ambit of the Andean American countries, shared experiences and thought about the successes and the challenges of the local governments, municipalities and cities in the current Latin American institutional context, in the subject of the fight against urban poverty. This subject constitutes a challenge of vital importance. For many reasons and circumstances poverty and exclusion have increased in the last decades, requiring today strong commitments of societies and countries for their reduction, through public policies and appropriate management styles to this reality. 

In the first symposium in San Salvador some premisses were established to act at the local level for the management of public policies, that we countersign today.

• The strengthening of democracy, the participation and co-management of the cities with equality of gender and respect for cults and ethnics.

• The strengthening of decentralization of the national governments structures towards local governments.

• The strengthening of the transparency in management and use of public resources.

• The universalization of access to public policies.

Together with this it is reiterated the need for strengthening of the existing networks and associations affirming common actions and projects for the fight against poverty and promotion of social inclusion in our cities. Nevertheless, it is necessary to strengthen a Common Agenda to identify punctual areas and actions of the strategy for social inclusion. This justifies the dynamics of the regional integration and cooperation process from the capital cities and other cities of the region. 

The second symposium in the Federal District of Mexico, also pointed out new challenges and advancements in the agenda of the cities and local governments on the challenge of fighting against urban poverty and social exclusion: it is in the cities where social and economical conflicts originated by structural causes, macroeconomical policies and global adjustments agendas are expressed, which deepened on the territorial disarrangement, differences and exclusion. Everywhere, the cities are seen today as true schools of democracy and participation assuming the responsibility of granting integral solutions to the demands of the population in the fight against survival and citizenship, with full respect to human, economic, social and political rights.


Making the challenge resulting from this concrete reality, it is concluded that the fight against poverty by local governments is defined by the amount of money invested and its objective attribution, as well as their participative and democratic discussion, meeting the demands expressed by the popular will, always in a sustainable manner. 

From the experiences shared in this meeting in the city of Sucre, it was noticed that poverty and social exclusion have increased, at least for three important reasons, present in different ways in the cities: 

Amplified reproduction of differences and poverty, particularly hunger, due to macroeconomical dynamics, increasing the differences of opportunities and possibilities in the cities and their labor markets, deepened by the increase of migrations of urban and rural communities.  

The lack of continuous integrated policies for the fight against poverty and local management, in the last decades, and poor institutional definition of the role of the different regional levels of the State and specially of the local level, due to not defining clear and complementary responsibilities and not assigning appropriate fund for such. 

What is verified facing this reality is the need of the cities to dispose of good diagnosis and information instruments, showing clearly and defining the physical areas of the social differences in the municipalities, as a way of identifying the map of socio-economical vulnerabilities, in both in the rural and urban areas to allow the configuration of priorities of the governmental action. Nevertheless the identification of socio-spatial demands cannot renounce the clear definition of the strategies, within the various responsibilities of local governments. The strengthening of relations between local governments and its population will allow the pressure on other management levels, as to adopt complementary actions, towards better and agreed efficiency of federal, department and municipal actions. The fight against poverty demands not only public resources efforts but also international cooperation, that of the private sector and citizenship generally speaking, beating on a common goal requiring to establish clear priorities and plans elaborated with social participation, strengthening the true political will of local governments and making progress towards the construction of integral social policies. It is necessary to point out that the fight against urban poverty requires the establishment of its effective priority and a suitable amount of money, as well as transparency and social control over the strategies to be implemented.


Therefore, social participation has to be guaranteed since the formulation and planning of social policies until their implementation and evaluation. Experiences of participative budget are very valuable to add in this direction.

The local levels cannot accomplish this task if not by the consequent and progressive deconcentration and decentralization, allowing to bring the state and local public sphere to social subjects, citizens, acknowledged with equal rights. 

As social exclusion makes vulnerable the fundamental human rights, it is necessary that these efforts help towards integral systems of protection and social security in a territorial level, both local and municipal, leaded by the State, guaranteeing the basic rights for education, health, food, social assistance, and employment, among others.

For such, state policies and actions must promote economic and social development of the areas of higher levels social exclusion. 

We understand that this alliance, enriched by the set of political actors gathered here, must remain by the effective following up of the commitments, to be renewed in future meetings, such as the advancement in articulation of common strategies and concrete actions by the cities gathered here and others that might join and bring other experiences.

We reiterate the commitment to achieve higher integration with cooperation between our cities based on their self-determination.  Rescuing the culture of solidarity of Iberoamerican societies. 

This meeting of the cities, together with the Union of Iberoamerican Capital Cities and the Urbal Networks 9 and 10, shows the important role of the networks and other forms of binding and direct cooperation among cities with important spaces for articulation of actions and its increasing empowerment, without losing its political, educational and exchanging character, according to its increasing role as political actors in the global scenario. 

We reinforce the importance of sharing successful initiatives, learning from the lessons extracted from the many innovative experiences going on in our cities, with a critical and constructive vision. 

This alliance, which enabled the realization of this important meeting encourages us to continue and add efforts to realize common projects and actions in the future. We highlight the role of academic institutions and the non-governmental organisms and those of the whole of citizenship in formulating solutions for the problems related to urban poverty.


This was made possible thanks to the agreement between the referred entities adjoining Sucre's City Hall and its Municipal Council, which enabled its realization in this gorgeous historical city, fairly considered by Unesco as Humanity Estate, for what we are sincerely thankful for its hospitality and attention towards us.
Saint Denis Project moves forward

The first Type A project approved by Network 10, coordinated by the city of Saint Denis “Méthodologies et outils pour la mise en place d’observatoires locaux de l’inclusion sociale” (Methodologies and tools for the creation of social inclusion observatories in the cities) will be officially finished on December 22nd this year. 

The final seminar is scheduled to take place on December 16th - 18th  . The website of the project, www.urbal-olis.org, is also about to be finished and will be available in French, Portuguese and Spanish. 

Preliminary Program of theNetwork10 and UCCI meeting

The International Relations Secretariat of the São Paulo City Hall, Network 10 and UCCI (the Union of Iberoamerican Capital Cities) will hold a meeting on November 8th, 9th and 10th , in São Paulo, Brazil, in order to debate the cities' strategies as a guarantee of human rights, by means of the analysis of social inclusion and human promotion. 

The event will be held at the same time of the seventh meeting of UCCI's Social Promotion Sector Committee.
Network 10 invites its associates and partners to take part in the event. Check out the preliminary program:

VII UCCI Committee–Social Promotion Policies

“Social Inclusion and Human Promotion: Cities' Strategies for the Guarantee of Human Rights”

Monday – 11/8/04

10h00 – Solemn Opening -
Marta Suplicy, Mayor of the City of São Paulo.

Fernando Rocaffull, UCCI General Manager

Kjeld Jakobsen, Secretary of International Relations

Patrus Ananias, Minister of Social Development 

Carlos Lopes, Program Official Agent of PNUD Brazil


11h 00 - Break

11h15 – Magna Conference: Development and Inequity in Latin America, the Caribbean and Iberia - Oscar Yujnovsky - PNUD-NY

12h30 – Lunch at the Restaurant- School in the Municipal Congress of São Paulo

Considerations by theme axles

14h00 - Axle 1 – The role of public policies in the construction and operation of the social protection network
Aldaíza Sposati, Secretary for São Paulo's Social Assistance.

Consuelo Corredor Martinez, Bogota, Colombia


- Debate 

15h15 - Break

15h30 - Axle 2 - Development, Labor and Income 
Marcio Pochmann, Secretary for Development, Labor and Solidarity from São Paulo.

Rocio Mejía Flores, Mexico, Federal District.

- Debate


16h45 - Axle 3 - Urban Development, Social Exclusion and Inclusion
Marcos Barreto, Secretary of Domiciling and Urban Development from São Paulo.


- Debate

18h – Closing of activities for the day.

20h30 – Cocktail

Tuesday – 11/9/04

9h00 – Table 2: Social Exclusion and Inclusion Indicators and social risk monitoring


PNUD Brazil - José Carlos Libâneo

Atlas of Social Exclusion -Alexandre Barbosa

Social vulnerability map– Dirce Koga 

· Debate  

10h30 – Break

10h45 –  Table2 – second part
São Paulo urban observatory - Ricardo Carlos Gaspar

-Security in possession: impact and indicators 

-Social Inclusion, accessibility, transportation and sole ticket

· Debate  

12h30- Lunch at the hotel 

14h – Instalation of theme groups and presentation of cities' experiences 
Axle 1: Role of public policies in the construction and operation of the social protection network
Axle 2: Development, Labor and Income
Axle 3: Urban Development, Social Exclusion and Inclusion

16h30 - Break

16h45 - Debate and deepening of themes 

17h30 – Consolidation of experiences and results generated in the discussion in theme groups

18h30 – Closing of activities of the day.

20h30 – Dinner at the hotel

Wednesday- 11/10/04

8h30 – Technical visits (Activity dedicated to give subsidies and illustrate the discussions).

Technical Visit 1: Boracéia Office and the Elderly Citizenship Reference Center (lunch at the site)

Technical Visit 2: Cooperative Blocks Factory of Vila Nova Cachoeirinha (route by the Passa-Rápido Lapa –Pirituba)

Technical Visit 3: Parque do Gato (slum in urbanized risk area)

12h30 – Lunch at the hotel

14h30 – Show of the synthesis of every theme axle

15h30 – Elaboration of the record of the works.

16h30 – Closing and forwarding of proposals.

19h00 – Dinner at the hotel

Network 10's Agenda October


19: Launching Public Policies Observatory in the city of São Paulo.





26-28: Meeting Helsinque Process, São Paulo.





27-29: International Socialist Congress, SP.








November





03-07: Congress ICLEI in Athens, Greece.


 


03-07: Global Urban Forum –Mexico City.














